
 
 
 

History: 
  
In 1985, while a student at Samford University, Scott Hilton served as a volunteer mentor at a 
juvenile detention center. It was there that he met Bruce, a 15-year-old son of a prostitute/drug 
dealer, who was facing a long-term detention sentence. After several months of mentoring Bruce, 
Hilton says that God began to give him an unshakeable burden for Bruce and others like him.  
  
"I asked myself where I would be if I had been raised in the type environment Bruce came from," 
Hilton said, "and I realized that it was only by the grace of God I was raised the way I was." It was 
then that the vision for Eagle Rock was born.  
  
Hilton went on to finish college and enter a prosperous career as a counselor, but this burden for the 
"Bruce's" of the world would not go away. Finally in a step of faith in 1993, he incorporated a non-
profit organization known as Etowah Youth Services Inc. (EYS)  With $10,000.00 in savings, Scott 
and his newly wed wife, Diana, acquired an abandoned recreation center in Ridgeville, Alabama. For 
several months they worked, with the aid of volunteers, to revitalize the center and convert it into an 
adequate living space. Finally, on March 17, 1994, the first child, a 13-year-old named John, came 
into their care. Soon there were five more boys and one houseparent.  
  
In 1997 EYS purchased a 24-acre farm with one house on Burgess Road near Attalla, Alabama. With 
the help of a growing number of supporters, and with generous gifts from the ministry paid 
$91,500.00 cash for the property. It was named Eagle Rock Boys Ranch, where we were teaching 
boys to "soar as eagles with God as their rock." 

  
The Hilton's, now a family of four, served as live-in house parents until May 1, 1999, when the first 
houseparent couple was hired. In November 2001, due to a high turnover rate with house parents, 
the decision was made to hire a group of individuals to work rotating shifts as house parents.  
  
This system is still in place, and working to minister effectively to the young men of Eagle 
Rock.  Today, more than 300 boys have called Eagle Rock Boys' Ranch, "home."  
 


