
 
MENTOR DO’S AND DON’TS 

 
One of the roles of Connector is to protect both mentee and mentor from any misconduct on the part of 
others.  We cannot ignore the fact that mentoring programs are sometimes targeted by pedophiles.  We 
also know that some children have big imaginations and the ability to lie and embellish. We will not 
intentionally allow this type child into the program but we don’t always know.  The following guidelines 
may seem obvious but are designed to protect the mentor as well as the mentee: 
 

1) When involved in a “one on one” activity with your mentee position yourself in an open and visible 
place.   For example, you never want to go into a room and close the door.  You do not want to 
go on a one on one hiking or biking trip into secluded areas. 

2) Be careful with physical affection.  Some boys and young men like to be hugged and this is good 
and appropriate.  Some do not like any sort of physical contact.  Never insist on hugs but do not 
avoid them either.  In any case avoid any contact below the waist and do not hug from behind. 

3) Be careful with “horseplay”.  Boys naturally like to punch and wrestle.  It can be an expression of 
positive regard and respect.  However, it should never occur unless several others are around to 
witness it.  Also, be very aware of the tendency boys and men have to “save face” and not be 
“shown up”.  Therefore, rough or potentially embarrassing horseplay is not acceptable.  When 
possible limit horseplay to a firm but gently punch on the arm. 

4) Discussions about sexual matters should be avoided unless in the context of a group and 
mentors should avoid any disclosure about their personal sex life.   In some situations, with older 
youth, it may be appropriate for the mentor to discuss sexuality with a mentee but this should only 
be done after being granted permission of the guardian and with some planning. 

5) Never take a mentee to your personal residence without prior approval.  There are guidelines for 
this type visit. 

 
 
 
 
I, _________________________________ (Print Name) understand and agree to abide by these 
guidelines as described above.   
 
 
Date: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Signature: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 


